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Mid-Peninsula Old Time Auto Club

FRIENDSHIP DAY IS SUNDAY MAY 18"H,
HAVE YOU VOLUNTEERED TO HELP?

If not, contact Jim Remington at mtshastachalet@yvyahoo.com or call 650-342-0852. We
need lots of helpers to make our annual car show a success. Bonus... if you work a shift,
you don’t pay the entrance fee!
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For members receiving this newsletter via the mail... I am printing in black and white to save money so
that next month we can have more colour Friendship Day photographs printed. Editor
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ROAD SIGNS THAT
GET YOUR
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gpcoming MPOTAC Events

May 18 - Friendship Day

May 18 - Board meeting after Friendship Day, about 1:15

June 8 - Lowland Tour car show, VA Hospital, Palo Alto. More
info to come

July 12, tentative - BBQ and potluck. Possible mini tour. Jim’s
house. Drive your old car - local event.

September 6 - Annual picnic, Beresford Park shelter

Other Events

June 7&8 — Santa Clara Valley Model T Ford Club | —
Endurance Run and Lowland Tour. New this year - KEEP
car show for pre-1940's

August 16 - Women of the Moose car show,

Pacifica Moose Lodge, 776 Bradford Way, h
Pacifica. For more info contact

chapterl595@mooseunits.org $30 per vehicle, RIGHT
includes lunch. :
September 13 - Cars in the Park in San José

SS Jeremiah O’Brien 45th Annual Memorial Cruise 2025

Honoring the Legacy of the Merchant Mariners

Step aboard the historic SS Jeremiah O’Brien for an unforgettable voyage during our annual
Seaman’s Memorial Cruise, scheduled for May 31, 2025. This unique event celebrates the vital
contributions of Merchant Mariners, past and present, who played a critical role in ensuring victory
during World War Il and beyond.

Event Details -- go to: https://ssjeremiahobrien.org

o Date: May 31, 2025

. Time: Boarding begins at 9:00 AM | Departure at 10:00 AM | Return by 2:00 PM

« Location: Pier 35, Fisherman’s Wharf, San Francisco, CA

« Ticket Price: $155 Adults, $110 youth (8-18), $400 for family (2 adult, 2 youth)
(includes lunch and onboard activities)

« Lunch Service: Relish a delicious catered meal onboard, complete with options for
various dietary needs.

Not a MPOTAC event
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Friendship Day is just a couple of weeks away. Dust off your buggy, pack a chair, and join
us at the Redwood City Port for a great day with friends old and new. Ask your fellow
enthusiasts who are not members to join us for the event, there will be door prizes and
discounted membership in MPOTAC available. Of course, we always need more help with
various tasks around the venue, if you can help out and have not yet signed up with Jim
Remington, give him a shout and reserve your assignment — and if you work the event, your
entry is free! Thank you, Friendship Day Committee Chairman Charlie Drechsler, for the
organizing, and to all the other members of the committee for their hard work.

Put June 8™ on your calendar for a tour to the Palo Alto Veterans Hospital to join the Santa
Clara Model T Club Veterans Appreciation Car show. We will meet at the Highlands Club
at 9:00 and tour to the show. Vehicles will be on display from 11 to 3. The Speedsters
Endurance Run and Lowland Tour will end at the VA center and you are encouraged to stay
for the awards presentation after 3PM.

“Of all the days in the year, this is the day to show your appreciation and create lasting
memories for veterans of all U.S. armed services, their families and friends. Bring your
prized automobile and spend the afternoon with some extraordinary people who made it
possible for us to enjoy the freedom to pursue our love of these fine automobiles and their
history. If you only bring your car out once this year, this is the day to do it. Because of you
and your generosity, this will be a day our veterans will never forget!”

We are always looking for ideas for tours to enjoy together. If you know of an interesting
destination, scenic drive, and of course good stuff to eat, please send me a note with details,
or even better a plan to organize the event.

Thank you for your support.
Ted Panofsky, President

NO PARKING




THE HORSELESS CARRIAGE ERA PROGRAM ON APRIL 12
By Ed Archer
For anyone of us that have owned and been around the horseless carriage hobby awhile,

the announcement that “The Wonderful Horseless Carriage Era” Program was to be held at the
Candy Store and that it cost $50.00 to attend, you couldn’t help but think “why would I want to
go to that? I doubt there’ll be anything talked about that I don’t already know” To some degree
you would be right, but I have to admit, for most of you, you really missed a good show. As
organizer of the event, I knew that our featured guest speaker Dan Erceg would really present a
fun educational performance, with his knowledge of the era, the cars, and the whole package.
His idea of giving everyone the opportunity to ride in the horseless carriages that were there
was a home run. Lunch was excellent, catered by Cheat A Little catering and it really hit the
spot, and gave everyone time to converse and enjoy the camaraderie. It was nice, so nice to see
members Ed and Bella Soss, Don Barnes, Mike and Janis Chapman, Jeff Nielson, Ed Wong and
Cristina..... and one of our founder’s sons, Steve Hite. What a treat! All milling around
enjoying the festivities.

So, the program was really aimed at folks in todays world that are not lucky enough to have
been introduced to the horseless carriage era, but can’t help but wonder what that part of the
collector car hobby is all about. Well Dan really brought it forward in a fun way, and with a
little input from attending horseless carriage guys the program couldn’t have been better. Dan
brought a large group of original photographs, artwork and memorabilia for display and began
his talk with a great description of the era, how things were back then, and progressed into the
cars, the hobby’s beginnings and the hobby today, the Horseless Carriage Club of America, and
regional groups established throughout the world, and finally the opportunity just before lunch
for everyone to sit in one of the horseless carriages that were there.

Each car had a monitor to properly help the people in and out, with Tony Wollesen monitoring
his curved dash 1901 Oldsmobile, myself for our 1906 Locomobile, Chris Kent on Ben
Mozzetti’s 1909 Stearns, Gerald Robinson on John Bertolotti’s 1910 Rambler, Jim Lukash on
his 1914 Ford and Dan Erceg on his 1915 Pierce Arrow. As if that wasn’t enough and
thoroughly enjoyed, immediately after lunch the caterer made room for us to get three of the
cars, the Ford, Pierce Arrow and the Locomobile out of the building so that we could give
everyone the ultimate experience of riding around the neighborhood aboard any of the great
cars of their choice. And as you can imagine that was truly, the icing on the cake....... , with
gobs of whipped cream in top. The comments came pouring in afterwards, so much so that
maybe there could be a chapter two sometime in the future.

Photos on the next page






MPOTAC Board Meeting
March 24, 2025
Since President Ted Panofsky had a bad cold, the meeting was called to order by
Publisher Jim Remington at 7:00 PM.

Membership: Bill Mitchell was not available.

Secretary: Minutes of the February 24, 2025, Board meeting and February 28, 2025
General meeting was approved except for the following correction: Friendship Day
volunteer sign-up sheet will not be printed in the newsletter.

Treasurer: Report from Mark Barkus: No major expenses. A $200.00 donation was
sent to the California Auto Museum in Sacramento. Other expenses were for our
liability insurance and newsletter printing costs.

Health/Welfare: Ted Panofsky/bad cold and Karen Archer/under-the-weather.

Tours/Events: 1) April 26, 2025-Model Train Railway/Portola Valley (Bill Bratt).
2) May 18, 2025-Friendship Day (Charlie Drechsler, Jr.). 3) September 6, 2025-
Annual Picnic.

Friendship Day: Charlie Drechsler, Jr. was not available. Board members discussed
and voted to charge admission of $5.00/vehicle to members of the Model T club.
Bruce Cumming and Nicholas Veronico, authors of the book, “Lost Gas Stations of
San Mateo” can sell their books in front of their car but not at our hospitality booth.

Publications: Nothing major to report from Jim Remington.
Webmaster: From Kevin Enderby: continue posting and updating materials.
Meeting adjourned: 8:40 PM

Submitted by Secretary: Ed Wong
Attendance: Jim Remington, Bill Bratt, Mark & Kay Barkus, Kevin Enderby, Ed
Wong, Ed & Karen Archer-called in to check.

HEAVY
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MPOTAC General Meeting
April 25,2025

The meeting was called to order by President Ted Panofsky at 7:32 PM.

Membership: Bill Mitchell reports no new members. All members should have received
their 2025 membership rosters by now. Contact Bill if you have not.

Secretary: Minutes of the March 24, 2025 Board Meeting and March 28, 2025 General
Meeting was approved as submitted.

Treasurer: Mark Barkus reports no major expenses. Just newsletter printing and meeting
hall rental cost.

Health/Welfare: Everyone’s good.

Tours: 1) April 26, 2025: Portola Valley-Alpine Railway Tour (Bill Bratt), 2) May 18 2025:
Friendship Day (Charlie Drechsler, Jr.), 3) June 8, 2025: Palo Alto VA Hospital, 4) Pending:
BBQ-Tech Tour (Jim Remington & Vince Perry).

Friendship Day: Highlights from Charlie Drechsler, Jr.: 1) 50" anniversary event, 2) No
Model T assembly for this year, 3) Thank you Bill Bratt for securing the Porta-Potties again,
4) Nob Hill Catering will do the catering, 5) Tanya Pomposo will handle the hospitality tent,
coffee, and doughnuts, 6) need more volunteers-contact Jim Remington, 7) Jeff Nielsen is
working on dash plaques for the event.

Publications: Nothing major to report from Jim Remington.
Webmaster: Usual updating of materials. Check website for other events, too
Refreshments: Thank you Bill Mitchell for the delicious assorted cookies.

Meeting adjourned: 8:05 PM.
Submitted by Secretary: Ed Wong

MPOTAC holds its Board and General meetings at The
Highland's Community Club in Redwood City, at 7:30pm,
located at 1665 Fernside Street, Redwood City, CA. All
members are invited to attend the General membership
meeting as well as the Board meeting. Specific meeting dates
are located elsewhere in this newsletter.

To make contributions to this newsletter, contact the editor,
Jim Remington, mtshastachalet@yahoo.com




